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where we were in the habit of meeting for medi-
tation. It was all very simple, but none the less
impressive.

It was evening. The room had been lighted
up and was fragrant with the fume of burning
incense. The picture of Sri Ramakrishna had
been placed on a small altar covered with gerud
cloth and decorated with flowers. We placed
our humble offering of fruits and flowers on the
same altar. And before this picture we medi-
tated and bowed down before we performed the
homa and took the vows. The altar fire was
burning. The Swami read Shiokas from Hindu
scriptures, selected by him for the occasion.
Then he chanted Sanskrit verses in adoration of
Sri Ramakrishna. These verses were his own
composition and are often chanted by the
devotees in India. Then the Swami asked us
whether we realised that the step we were about
to take was a serious step. He pointed out to us
that the order we were about to join was the most
ancient order in existence; that the rules of this
order were universal and observed by all the
sages all over the world; that the badge of this
order was purity and that to dishonour this badge
was a great sin.

He pointed out to us that by joining the order,
we were entering upon a new life. As Brahma-
charis we had to try, with all our might, to
conquer and control our passions, not only lust,
but also anger and jealousy, hatred and greed;

we should try to realise the divinity in everyone